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The buzzing construction 
activity all over Macau today 
heralds the new era in the 
territory’s transformation. 
The newly poured concrete 
taking shape and the 
hovering cranes foretell the 
acceleration of tourism and 
related industries. Macau is 
a city on the move, with a 
new class of business visitor 
becoming more visible. 

For centuries, Macau–host 
of this year’s APEC Tourism 
Ministerial Meeting–has 
been a unique place that 
has brought people together 
from near and far. As 
infrastructure and services 
capacity increase in coming 
months, expect this Special 
Administrative Region of 
China to increasingly play 
host to more meetings, 
incentives, conferencing 
and events (MICE) travelers, 
laying the groundwork 
for new enterprises 
and opportunities.

With what will be Macau’s 

winning combination of 
hospitality, entertainment, 
and logistics offerings, the 
territory is poised to be 
an important international 
destination for travelers 
doing business. In addition, 
given Macau’s enviable 
location as a hub in the 
Pearl River Delta, the city will 
become an ideal platform 
for those seeking world-
class MICE facilities, and 
engagement with one of 
China’s busiest regions. 

Already, Macau’s tourism 
sector is thriving. The last 

decade has brought to 
the territory nearly every 
major international hotel 
brand, some 35 casinos, a 
wide array of dining, and 
large-scale entertainment 
events–from shows only to 
be experienced in Macau, to 
global stars on world tour. All 
this has reinforced the city’s 
attractiveness to visitors 
from neighboring areas as 
well as long-haul travelers. 

According to Macau SAR 
Government statistics, 
the territory received 29.3 
million visitors from January 

to December 2013, a 4.4% 
increase compared to the 
year before. On average, 
overnight-stay visitors stay 
1.9 days. For the first half of 
2014, arrivals clocked in at 
about 15 million, an 8% rise 
compared to that period in 
2013. MICE traveler numbers 
are up 50% year-on-year. 

The most rapidly growing 
economy in the world in 
the last decade, according 
to the World Bank, Macau 
has been investing heavily 
in new public works and 
infrastructure, with more 
and more facilities coming 
on-stream soon, making 
the journey to, from, and 
around Macau ever more 
convenient. Fast ferries 
carry millions from Hong 
Kong and southern China in 
about an hour. Commercial 
helicopter services to 
Hong Kong, Guangzhou 
and Shenzhen make the 
commute mere minutes. 
Some 19 airlines use the 
Macau International Airport. 
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coming months, Macau will 
have available thousands 
more new hotel rooms, and 
several large convention 
and exhibition venues, 
easily accommodating 
tens of thousands. 

Macau has an area of 30.3 
square kilometers and a 
resident population of over 
607,000. Once a small 
fishing village on the South 
China Sea, it became a 
crucial entrepot in the mid-
16th century. With ships 
that were the cutting edge 
of technology at the time 
and far-reaching business 
networks, the Portuguese 
used Macau as an important 
base in East Asia for 
their trading activities, 
spurring the development 
of international business 
between Europe and Asia, 
founded on the buying 
and selling of spices from 
Southeast Asia, as well as 
precious silks, porcelains 
and tea from China.

As an international place 
of commerce, through the 
centuries Macau helped 
transform the world as we 
know it by facilitating the 
movement between East 
and West of not only goods 
but also ideas. Businesses 
selling commodities to 
Europe flourished, as did 
enterprises catering to the 
wealthy Macau residents. 
A key port in the global 
maritime trade, Macau was 
a place to recharge en 
route to India as well as a 
market for merchandise 
to send to the Americas.

Cultural exchange on several 
levels emerged from Macau 
and many physical remnants 
of this bygone era remain–
Portuguese buildings, 
Catholic churches, the 
gardens of wealthy Chinese 
merchants. The unique 
culture of Macau today 
is a blend of China and 
Europe. The favored local 
cuisine ranges from hearty 
Portuguese fare to fine 

Cantonese seafood dining. 
Traditional Chinese festivals 
are joyfully celebrated along 
European-style cobblestone 
plazas and streets. Such 
a rich mix has lured world 
travelers for hundreds of 
years. A thriving metropolis 
today, Macau also caters 
to those seeking to enjoy 
the best in international 
fashions and lifestyles.  

Indeed, the territory’s best 
days are ahead of it. With 
continuing development in 
the Pearl River Delta, Macau 
stands to gain significantly 
from progress in the region. 
Since the handover back 
to Chinese sovereignty in 
1999, Macau has forged 
a path toward a new era: 
opening key industries to 
competition, encouraging 
fresh investment into 
various sectors, constantly 
redefining its role as a 
place for people to meet 
and do business.

http://en.macautourism.gov.mo

By 2016, the 50-kilometer 
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
Macau bridge is set to 
open, connecting three 
of southern China’s most 
dynamic cities. Around the 
same time, the first phase 
of the Metro Ligeiro de 
Macau, a light rapid transit 
system, is expected to be 
operational. The entire 
train network, which will 
run through the territory’s 
key neighborhoods, should 
be completed by 2019. 

The booming private sector, 
including its important 
tourism and gaming 
industries, has also been 
ramping up investment. A 
visit to the bustling Cotai 
district is witness to all 
this progress. Already this 
modern neighborhood 
provides world-class 
hospitality, entertainment 
and retail offerings, while 
high-end real estate 
development continues in 
the area and building works 
go full speed ahead. In 

1  The skyline of Macau is a picture of stunning modernity  2  Ruins of St. Paul’s Cathedral near Senado Square  

3  Sam Kai Vui Kun (Kuan Tai Temple)  4  The world famous Portuguese Egg Tart, Macau's version of the  

popular Chinese pastry  5  Galinha a Africana, meaning African chicken – a traditional Macanese dish   

6  Shopping in the S. Domingos District  7 & 8  The Macau Grand Prix  9  History and heritage in the Macau 

Museum  10 & 11  Bars and lounges aplenty in Macau’s entertainment nightlife  12  Art galleries and bookstores 

reflect the cultural side of Macau  13  Chinese opera singers performing at the Macau Arts Festival   

14  A stage performance during the Macau Arts Festival  15  The Macau Tower Convention & Entertainment Centre
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